23/12/2018
Home

Mail

Carer jailed for stealing $170,000 from elderly man
News

Sport

Finance

Lifestyle

Entertainment

Weather

Tumblr

Mobile

Sign in

Search

Search

Latest

Answers

National

World

Good News

Sunrise

Sunday Night

The Daily Edition

The Morning Show

More

Follow Us

Close ad

Carer jailed for
stealing $170,000
from elderly man

Mail

×

Ad:

Jacqueline Le
AAP • 18 April 2018

A Melbourne carer who stole $170,000 from an elderly man by forging his signature also
swiped the credit card of a teenager who was a guest at her home.
Manjula Kempster, 57, was on Wednesday jailed for two years, with a minimum of 12
months, for her crimes against 83-year-old Raymond Woff in 2015.
"He was vulnerable and trusted you," Victorian County Court judge Paul Grant said.
"His family trusted you. Your behaviour was a shocking abuse of trust."
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On February 15 Ms Kempster fronted Melbourne Magistrates Court faced with more than 100 deception
and fraud charges. Source: AAP

Kempster was friends with Mr Woff's daughter when she accepted a job looking after the
83-year-old, who required 24-hour care.
Over 19 months, Kempster forged Mr Woff's signature 38 times on cheques she wrote to
herself, to the value of $170,568.13.
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She also tried to obtain a further $13,000 with another forged cheque.
The Sri Lankan-born woman was originally charged with more than 100 fraud offences
over the money she stole from Mr Woff.
She pleaded guilty to two counts of fraud, and one count of attempted fraud, in late 2017.
The aged care worker also stole and used a credit card belonging to a 15-year-old student
who was staying at her family home in November 2016.
Kempster was convicted and fined $700 over that theft in 2017.
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"The fact that the criminal behaviour occurred after you had been charged with the current
offences explains why I have some reservations about your prospects of rehabilitation,"
Judge Grant said.
The judge said Kempster had not shown remorse about what she had done to Mr Woff
and his family.
"I'm not convinced that there is deep contrition," he said.
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Judge Grant said character references suggest Kempster is more concerned about the
consequences of her action on her sons, rather than its impact on Mr Woff.
The 83-year-old man died five months after Kempster's crimes were discovered.
"What should have been a peaceful and carefree time in his life before his death became
a time of worry, stressfulness, grieving and incredible sadness," his family said in a victim
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impact statement.
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