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Was Carmody worth his
$290,000 pension? The state
won't let us judge

Controversial judge Tim Carmody’s $290,000 annual pension package is a
stunning example of the chasm between our judiciary, and the rest of us.

But it is also a strong reminder that the ramifications of a bad political decision
can last much longer than the government that implemented it.

Pink batts is an example of that. So is energy policy, under successive
governments.

And at home, the stellar example is Carmody, who was appointed chief justice by
former Campbell Newman after a short stint as chief magistrate.

That appointment was quickly shown to have lacked judgment, and Carmody
faced vicious criticism over his perceived inexperience and lack of support from
peers.
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Only a year after his 2014 appointment he quit, but remained a judge of the
Supreme Court. He then sat as a member of the Queensland Civil and
Administrative Tribunal.

QCAT rules on all sorts of cases, including anti-discrimination, disputes relating
to building, debt and civil areas and child protection matters.

Back to that shortly.

Carmody has resigned, and will leave the building officially in two weeks.

But it’s unlikely you will spot him at Centrelink, given his generous pension
package, governed by the Judges (Pension and Long Service Leave) Act 1957.

What does it say? Under section 4 of the act, a judge who retires after 10 years of
service and who has reached 60 years of age is entitled to a pension at 60 per cent
of their salary.

That means Tim Carmody will go into
retirement, and never have to pass "Go"
on the Monopoly board again.

His pension will almost reach
$290,000. Every single year.

That’s made up of a percentage of his
salary, which is $424,519, and a
jurisprudential annual allowance of
$34,321. Add on to that a couple of
extras that fall within the definition of
“salary” ($11,626.38 in expense-of-
office allowance and $12,141 in long
leave allowance), and the total package
almost tickles.

Has he been worth that? That’s a tough
question to answer because it is not
possible to find out the number of
QCAT cases he sat on.

“QCAT does not report on the number
of matters that individual members
decide in their QCAT term or office, nor
does QCAT report on the number of
days members work,’’ a QCAT
spokesman said.

“As such, QCAT cannot compile the data sought.’’

What about the number of cases he ruled on, that were overturned? Have there
been any? How many?

QCAT president Justice Martin Daubney declined an interview request. The office
of Attorney-General Yvette D’Ath forwarded queries to her department.

Former chief justice Tim Carmody, with former
premier Campbell Newman and former deputy
premier Jeff Seeney. AMY REMEIKIS
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Sorry, that information’s not available either, the department spokesman says.
“Court matters vary in subject matter and complexity, so numerical comparisons
of individual judges’ judgments, or the results of any appeals arising from those
judgments, is not useful,’’ a spokesman for the Department of Justice and
Attorney-General said.

Carmody’s appointment has been widely condemned as a mistake made by a brash
premier who was unable to consult properly.

The inability to judge his performance, ahead of a big pension payment, is a
pointer that accountability has still not yet reached the heady heights of the
judiciary.
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