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News  / National

'Alicia' wants to speak out about her horror ordeal – but can't

By A Current Affair Staff 8:01pm Oct 17, 2019

Two women have revealed their pain at being gagged from speaking out about their horrific sexual assault ordeals, amid a
campaign to change the law.

Alicia (name changed for legal reasons) wanted to show her face as she spoke to A Current Affair, but under current Tasmanian
law, as a victim of sexual assault, she can't be identified.

For 32 years, the now-51-year-old has been gagged from speaking under her true identity.

In February 1986, Alicia and her fiance Dean Allie were attacked in their home.

Jamie John Curtis and a teenage accomplice gang-raped Alicia repeatedly while Dean was tied up and bashed in the bathroom.

A campaign is underway to change the gag laws on sex assault victims in some jurisdictions. (A Current Affair)

In the 12-hour ordeal, the couple were then driven to a farm. There, Curtis threatened them with a chainsaw, before he and his
accomplice stabbed Dean to death.
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"When they did that, I just realised that today was the day I was going to die as well," Alicia said.
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The following day, Jamie John Curtis admitted to the rapes, bashings and murder in a police interview.

"If I had any dreams or aspirations before that that, that day changed the course of my life forever," Alicia said.

Alicia is forbidden from telling her story as a victim of sexual assault. (A Current Affair)

"It took away a piece of me that day that can never, ever be replaced."

She said also that she felt by being unable to tell her own story, it was "a win for Curtis".

Lawyer Michael Bradley is representing Alicia to file her case in the Supreme Court of Tasmania.

He said the gag law as it stood in Tasmania and the Northern Territory was an "anomaly".

Lawyer Michael Bradley said the law was an anomaly. (A Current Affair)

Another sex assault survivor, Grace Tame, fought for years to be able to tell her story.

She was repeatedly raped by her 58-year-old teacher Nicolaas Bester when she was in Year 10 at the exclusive all-girl St
Michael's Collegiate School in Hobart.

"I just don't want to give too much power to a man who's already abused so much power," she said.

While Grace was initially forced to stay silent, her attacker spoke freely to sex therapist and author Bettina Arndt.
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Grace Tame was repeatedly raped by her teacher. (A Current Affair)

Bester served 18 moths in jail after pleading guilty to maintaining a relationship with a young person, and possession of child
exploitation material.

For a victim of sexual assault it can be incredibly tough to report the crime, and then, if an alleged perpetrator is charged, the
onus is on the victim to prove the crime happened.

And across the country, the definition of consent is not clear.

Nicolaas Bester spoke to Bettina Arndt. (A Current Affair)

"It would be great to see conformity across the country in terms of our laws in that respect," Mr Bradley said.

"But they are all over the shop as it stands."

Journalist and advocate Nina Funnell, herself a survivor of sexual assault, has supported Grace and Alicia in their campaign to
tell their stories.

Journalist and advocate Nina Funnell. (A Current Affair)

"I guess if I had one message for survivors, it would be, I believe you, and it's not your fault," she said.

Nina Funnell has started a crowdfunding campaign to assist victims who want to speak out.

The Tasmanian Government is currently considering submissions about reforming victim gag laws. You can follow the
consultation process here.
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