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Man jailed for seven years for violent attack on 92yo
woman in her home
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PHOTO  Mrs Wilson spent 16 days in hospital and has not been able to walk since the attack.
SUPPLIED: LARRY WILSON

The life of a 92-year-old woman bashed in her home in Mount Isa in north-west
Queensland has been completely ruined, family have said, as her attacker was
sentenced to seven years in jail for the violent assault.

Warning: this story contains graphic images that some readers may find
distressing.

Key points:

Then-92-year-old 'Lexie' Wilson required treatment in the hospital's intensive care
unit, with concern as to whether she would survive
In his sentencing remarks, Judge Dean Morzone QC said the vicious attack had
completely changed Mrs Wilson's life
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Mrs Wilson had lived in her Mount Isa home for more than 45 years, but is now
bedridden and in an aged care facility.

Tristan Dean Dodd, now 37, pleaded guilty to burglary by break and enter and
grievous bodily harm against now 93-year-old Clare Alexia Wilson, also known as
Lexie, in the Mount Isa District Court on Thursday.

Crown prosecutor Amanda Payne said Mrs Wilson suffered serious injuries to most
of her body when Dodd — who was unknown to her — entered her home about
midday in April 2018.

"The defendant broke into the victim's home by walking through the front door, which
happened to be unlocked," Ms Payne said.

"He immediately struck Mrs Wilson multiple times to her body, ribs, arms, head and
face, causing her to fall unconscious.

"When she woke, she managed to call her emergency call button."

Ms Payne told the hearing that when paramedics arrived, Mrs Wilson was
attempting to pull herself up from the floor.

"Her face was bleeding and her eye was swollen completely shut," she said.

The attack lasted only four minutes and Dodd, then aged 35, was arrested a short
time later.

Police vehicle outside the home of Clare Alexa Wilson, then aged 92, at night in Mount Isa
in April 2018
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Treatment in intensive care unit

Mrs Wilson was taken to the Mount Isa Hospital for treatment, with injuries to her
face, including nose, eye and jaw fractures, lacerations to her lip, cheek and
forearms, bruises over her face, chest, abdomen and forearms, and skin tears on
her shins and calf.

Ms Payne told the court Mrs Wilson required treatment in the hospital's intensive
care unit, and deteriorated five days later, with concern as to whether she would
survive.

She said Mrs Wilson also suffered psychologically from the attack.

"While in hospital she [Mrs Wilson] asked nurses to
close her room door as she was worried the

defendant would return," Ms Payne told the court.

"On other occasions she asked nurses to leave that door open in case she had to
run away in a hurry."

Ms Payne said Mrs Wilson spent 16 days in hospital and required mobility
rehabilitation and speech pathology.

Mrs Wilson's treating doctor told the court that without significant medical care, the
then-92-year-old would have died.

The court heard Mrs Wilson had to have her remaining teeth removed after the
assault and required new dentures.

PHOTO The attack lasted only four minutes, with Dodd entering Mrs Wilson's house in search
of alcohol.
ABC NEWS: KRYSTAL GORDON

Clare Alexa Wilson, then-92, lies in a bed with facial injuries, recovering from being
attacked in her home.
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'She loved living in her home'

A victim impact statement, read to the court by Mrs Wilson's son Larry, said prior to
the attack "life for Lexie was pretty darn good for a 92-year-old lady".

"She lived independently with the support from BlueCare, family and friends, she
had an outgoing and active life, and even was still riding her exercise bike," Mr
Wilson told the court.

"She [Mrs Wilson] loved living in her home. It was
built by her husband and brother and was where

she raised her family of six children.

"She wanted to live there until she passed away. She was adamant she would never
be placed in an aged care facility."

'Her happiness is at an all-time low'

The court was told the attack significantly changed Mrs Wilson's life, taking away her
independence.

"She no longer has the ability to walk, bathe, clothe or take care of herself," Mr
Wilson said in his statement.

"Her happiness is at an all-time low."

PHOTO Clare 'Lexie' Wilson, then 92, required treatment in the hospital's intensive care unit.
SUPPLIED: LARRY WILSON

Clare Alexa Wilson sits in a chair with a 90th birthday cake in front of her .

https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-24/clare-alexa-wilson,-then-92,-lies-in-a-bed-with-facial-injuries/11637216
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-24/clare-alexa-wilson-at-her-90th-birthday-celebration-in-mount-is/11637318


1/8/2020 Man jailed for seven years for violent attack on 92yo woman in her home - ABC News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)

https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-24/violent-attack-92yo-woman-mount-isa-home-offender-jailed-7-years/11636284?pfmredir=sm&fbclid=I… 5/13

He said his mother's left eye and cheek still caused her pain and she suffered
hallucinations and re-experiences the attack.

"This attack may not have killed her, but it took from her life as she knew it and her
future," Mr Wilson told the court.

"Lexie has now had to sell her home, when the market is at an all-time low and is a
permanent resident of an aged care facility in Mount Isa.

"This brings with it significant cost of close to $1,700 a fortnight when she used to
only have to pay minimal costs living in her own home that she had paid off."

'A mere shell of what she once was'

Defence counsel Frank Richards told the court that Dodd, a father of four children,
had only a primary school education and was expelled for assaulting his football
coach in grade seven.

Mr Richards said his client had been largely unemployed since 2011 and mostly
occupied by his court matters.

The court was told Dodd entered Mrs Wilson's house in search of alcohol.

"Without work, boredom became all-consuming and his time was only spent either
drinking alcohol or looking for alcohol or looking for ways to source alcohol," Mr
Richard said.

"His only social time was spent either hopelessly drunk or attempting to get there.

"If it weren't for the courage and resilience of Mrs
Wilson the consequences for her and also Mr Dodd

would have been considerably more serious."

PHOTO Mrs Wilson at her 90th birthday celebrations in 2016.
SUPPLIED: LARRY WILSON

Larry Wilson stands beside his mother, Clare Alexa Wilson
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The court heard Dodd committed the attack a week after an earlier parole order
ended.

In his sentencing remarks, Judge Dean Morzone QC said the vicious attack had
completely changed Mrs Wilson's life.

"From what I glean from what's written about her is that she is a mere shell of what
she once was because of you," Judge Morzone told Dodd.

Judge Morzone declared the crime as a serious violent offence, meaning Dodd will
have to serve 80 per cent of his sentence.

PHOTO Larry Wilson with his mother 'Lexie' before the attack.
SUPPLIED: LARRY WILSON

Clare Alexa Wilson, then 92, lies in a bed with facial injuries, recovering from being
attacked in her Mount Isa home.
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'Nanny alarm' saved her life

Outside court, Mr Wilson said the duress alarm in his mother's home had saved her
life.

"The one thing that did save my mother's life was the nanny alarm that was around
her neck," he said.

"Without that, I'm sure she wouldn't be here today.

"It was the nanny alarm that was activated and the people that monitor it were
fantastic in getting the police and the ambulance there as quick as they did."

Mr Wilson said his mother had lived at her home for more than 45 years.

He said the attack had "ruined my mother's life completely".

"She's never been able to walk since, she's been placed in high care at the old
people's home," Mr Wilson said.

"She's been brought up in the old school where you should be able to leave your
doors open and you shouldn't have too lock everything up.

"She went from an independent person living in her house — she's now completely
bedridden and relying on other people of the aged care place to feed her, bathe her,
toilet her.

"She's totally incapacitated — cannot walk or do
anything like what she used to in the past."

PHOTO Clare 'Lexie' Wilson's left eye and cheek still cause her pain and she suffers
hallucinations and flashbacks of the attack.
SUPPLIED: LARRY WILSON

Safe alert system in the Mount Isa home of then-92-year-old Clare Alexa Wilson.
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PHOTO Mr Wilson says the duress alarm in his mother's home saved her life.
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