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"We've tried everything but nobody can come up with another option."

Over the sound of her heart pounding in her chest, Bec can hear the sickening crunch of Jordyn’s head

connecting with the wall (https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/real-life/in-the-news/babysitting-

death-doctor-believes-baby-was-thrown-at-wall/news-

story/d3b675e444f9d32344283151c84d0ecc).

The Queensland mum-of-two throws her weight forward, desperately trying to restrain and calm her

12-year-old daughter.

Bec is effectively running a constant marathon – an ongoing battle of attrition warfare where she is

the last line of defence.

Like always, Jordyn violently (https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/child/child-development/how-

babies-and-kids-are-affected-by-domestic-violence/news-

story/c137bf3bcbf8a111de9aab124583f34a) fights back, her nails scratching up Bec’s arms and her

long limbs knocking bruises into her skin while her screams

(https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/real-life/reader-stories/he-pulled-himself-up-and-let-out-a-

scream/news-story/12a6b95624219c86c9a460cae561069c) echo throughout the family home.

QLD parents told to give up parental rights in
order to help their daughter

Madeline Cox | October 15, 2019

Speaking to Sky News, carer Rachelle Kappick says the National Disability Insurance Scheme needs to have
a special category for the profoundly, permanently disabled people. M...
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Once Bec used to be strong enough to hold her daughter back – but now, as she tells Kidspot,  she can

only try to distract Jordyn, to slow her down for long enough for the outburst

(https://www.kidspot.com.au/news/mums-heartbreaking-footage-of-autistic-sons-violent-

outbursts/news-story/8334bc05f0665a3654a23931e08a4fb3) to pass.

Often this takes over an hour - with no guarantee that Jordyn won't have another outburst later.  This

is the life that Bec and her family have lived for as long as they can remember.

 Want to join the family? Sign up to our Kidspot newsletter (https://www.kidspot.com.au/?
destination=showRegister&type=organic#member-function:register) for more stories like this
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Bec, with her husband and their kids Jordyn and Ethan. Source: Madeline Cox

"She probably wouldn’t ever catch up"
Jordyn was only six months old when her developmental delays first became obvious.

She wasn’t meeting milestones in the same way as other kids her age – and also seemed to struggle

with her vision.

Soon Jordyn had also been diagnosed with epilepsy and autism.

“We were continually told that things would get easier,” Bec says.

“But we eventually realised that realistically she probably wouldn’t ever catch up with other kids."
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Jordyn's violent attacks often end in her getting seriously injured. Source: Madeline Cox

"It’s just out of the blue"
This difference only became more apparent after Jordyn was diagnosed with Syngap1 in 2015.
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The rare disease, which only affects 470 people worldwide, is likely responsible for Jordyn’s other

disabilities, as well as her aggressive behavioural issues.

It's Jordyn’s violent attacks on family, carers and even herself that have become harder to deal with as

she gets older – especially in the last year.

“She just melts down, headbutting things, lashing out, yelling and screaming,” Bec explains.

“Often it’s just out of the blue – but even if there is a certain trigger, we can’t always prevent it.

“All we can do is distract her and try to calm her down, although that doesn’t always work. It’s not just

for Jordyn’s safety – people are also at risk of getting hurt if she lashes out.

“It's getting harder to stop her from doing this."
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Bec often also suffers physical injuries from Jordyn. Source: Madeline Cox

"We can't �nd any services that are willing to
cope with her"
It’s these outburst that also makes it harder for support workers and other services to help Jordyn.

Although Bec and her family are desperately in need of help – their experiences with support services

have so far ended up being more trouble than they are worth - and quite frankly they simply don't

have the time or patience to deal with with the unbearable bureaucracy.

For a while, Jordyn was being collected from school by a support worker to give Bec a break - but each

time it took the worker nearly two hours to calm Jordan down enough to be able to do anything.

“It just ended up being more work,” Bec says.

“Jordyn gets pretty bad separation anxiety which makes it harder.

"For the past year, we haven’t been able to find any services that are willing to cope with her

behaviour.”
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Jordyn also breaks property when she lashes out. Source: Madeline Cox

"Why did it have to get to this point?"
Earlier this month, Bec reached breaking point, contacting both Child Safety and the NDIS (National

Disability Insurance Scheme) to see what options they had left for Jordyn.

Bec says she was told there was only one option left – for her and her husband to relinquish their

parental rights.

They were told this was the only way that Jordyn could access the services and medical help that she

so desperately needs.

But neither Bec, or her husband, want to give up their daughter – in fact, they are outraged that this

extreme and ludicrous notion is all that can be offered.

“Why did it have to get to this point before they will help us?” Bec asks.

“There are so many other families in the same situation – who feel like they are unable to continue

fighting.

“Relinquishing your rights as a parent shouldn’t be the only option.”
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Bec just wants to get Jordyn the help she so desperately needs. Source: Madeline Cox

"There isn't another option"
In the end, the couple instead took Jordyn to emergency – hoping that by getting her admitted to

hospital they could keep her safe for the time being.

Although the staff seemed confused, as Jordyn isn’t physically unwell, they did their best to sedate

her.

During the 12 days Jordyn spent in the hospital, countless social workers, support staff and agencies

came together to work out what to do.

“They all tried to come up with another option - but they couldn’t come up with anything,” Bec says.

“All we can do is place Jordan in part-care while we try to find a permanent solution.”
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"I’ve been struggling since Jordyn went into part-time care." Source: Madeline Cox

"We’re desperate for help"
Jordyn has now been living in a care facility three days a week for the past two weeks.

Bec is trying to find her a behavioural specialist in Brisbane would be willing to stage a week-long

invention to help them.

She also wants to fly Jordyn to Melbourne to meet with Syngap1 neurologist Dr Ingrid Scheffer.

“I’m just trying to keep busy with it all,” Bec says.

“But I’ve been struggling since Jordyn went into part-time care. The past few months have been so

difficult – and I’m extremely drained.

“We just want to be able to get Jordyn into the services she needs – we’re desperate for help.”
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Desperate to keep her safe - Jordyn spent 12 days in hospital. Source: Madeline Cox

"The best place for children is at home with their
family"
The Queensland Child Safety Minister Di Farmer tells Kidspot that "where possible and safe, the best

place for children is at home with their family".

"There has always been a  very small cohort of children who cannot live at home with their family due

to their highly complex disability support needs," she says.

"In Queensland, in these circumstances, parents retain legal guardianship of their child and are

involved in their care.

"They do not relinquish their child to the child protection system, nor are applications made for child

protection orders.

"It is an administrative arrangement where the State Government and NDIA (National Disability

Insurance Agency) pay for the care of these children, but parents retain their parental responsibility."

"The issue isn’t just the lack of funding"
Since Bec went public with Jordyn's story, including contacting ministers and local members, an

unscheduled plan review was done almost two weeks ago.

"The issue isn’t just the lack of funding - it’s also the lack of service," she said.

"There are no behavioural services that can provide restrictive practices in our area. The closest is

five hours away."

An NDIA spokesperson confirmed that they are in contact with Jordyn's family. 

"We are working with them to review Jordyn’s plan to ensure she has the appropriate funding for her

support needs, including increased respite services," the spokesperson tells Kidspot. 

"Jordyn’s new plan is expected to be finalised shortly."
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To donate to Jordyn's treatment, visit her GoFundMe (https://www.gofundme.com/f/get-jordy-to-melbourne?
utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet)

Top support lines for parents

Kids Helpline (https://kidshelpline.com.au/)
For children. parents and teachers. Available 24/7 1800 55 1800 

Lifeline (https://www.lifeline.org.au/)Personal crisis hotline. 24/7 crisis support and suicide
prevention services. 13 11 14 

Beyond Blue (https://www.beyondblue.org.au/) 24/7 support , helping Aussies achieve their
best possible mental health. 1300 224 636 

Red Nose Grief and Loss Helpline (https://rednosegriefandloss.org.au/) 24/7 bereavement
support for those impacted by the death of a child through miscarriage, stillbirth and SIDS.
1300 308 307 

Relationships Australia (https://www.relationships.org.au/) Support for individuals and
families trying to achieve positive relationship outcomes or amicable separation. 1300 364
277 

Australian Breastfeeding Association (https://www.breastfeeding.asn.au/)Available 7 days
a week, supporting all breastfeeding mothers. 1800 686 268 
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PANDA (https://www.panda.org.au/)Supporting families affected by anxiety and depression
during pregnancy and in the first year of parenthood.
1300 726 306 

13SICK (https://homedoctor.com.au/)After hours family medical care - for when your GP is
closed. 13 7425 

1800RESPECT (https://www.1800respect.org.au/)Supporting people impacted by sexual
assault, domestic and family violence and abuse. 1800 737 732 

Mindspot (https://mindspot.org.au/) A free service helping people through stress, anxiety,
worry and low mood.1800 61 44 34 
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