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  Senior Counsel Kate Eastman says shocking issues are not isolated to one disability service provider

Shocking violence, abuse and neglect in disability group homes ranging from sickening rapes to a burns victim
sitting covered in faeces have caused deep scars.

People with disabilities and their families have told a royal commission they feel unsafe in shared homes and
mourn the loss of choice and control when all they want is to do is live an ordinary life.

One woman who has an intellectual disability and autism has been left traumatised by repeated abuse and
neglect over more than three decades, her mother told the disability royal commission.

"My daughter is fearful of everything, she's had so much abuse," the mother, referred to as Ms G, told a hearing
in Melbourne on Monday.

"She didn't ask to be born with the problems she's got, but as a result of what she's been through in the system,
she is a very damaged person."

Another mother, Ms A, discovered a staff member held her daughter's nose to make her swallow medication.

"She can't speak, she can't tell anyone and she can't move, so it would have been terrifying," Ms A said.
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Ms A said staff at the regional Victorian group home initially downplayed the extent of her daughter's injuries
from a spilt cup of coffee last year.

The daughter was then flown to a Melbourne hospital where she spent a week in a burns unit, nearly dying after
contracting a severe infection.

When Ms A arrived at the group home one day she found a support worker showering her daughter who had
faecal matter on her bandages and had not received her medication.

"She told me that when she arrived at work that morning she found my daughter in a dreadful situation covered
in faeces," Ms A said.

The public hearing is focusing on group homes where four-to-six people with disabilities live in Victoria,
because of shocking cases of violence and abuse exposed seven years ago at houses run by Yooralla.

Senior counsel assisting the commission Kate Eastman SC outlined deeply distressing sexual violence that
continued to impact the day-to-day lives of the survivors and their families.

"This hearing will hear about incidents of violence and abuse that have been deeply traumatic and have created
deep scars for a number of people with disability and their families in Victoria," Ms Eastman said.

"All of these incidents of violence and abuse of people in Yooralla's care are confronting and as the judges
described, sickening."

Ms Eastman referred to four Yooralla employees convicted of sexual assaults, not all of which occurred in
group homes.

They included Vinod Johnny Kumar who was jailed in 2013 for 18 years for raping three wheelchair-bound
women and sexually assaulting a man, all of whom were in his care at group homes provided by Yooralla.

"Mr Kumar's criminal conduct was and remains shocking and his ability to engage in the criminal conduct
undetected is disturbing," Ms Eastman said.
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