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NEWS

Experts in the aged-care sector warn that the
government may reduce waiting lists for home-
care programs by restricting their eligibility
requirements, leaving thousands of older
Australians in need. By Rick Morton.
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Aged Care Minister Richard Colbeck. CREDIT: AAP IMAGE / MICK TSIKAS

The federal government’s plan to privatise funding assessments for aged care has sparked concern the new program
is designed to manipulate waiting lists and reduce the level of care offered to people in their homes.

The new regime for assessments comes after figures show almost 12,000 older Australians died in a single year
before receiving the care for which they were eligible. The assessments are required before any funding is given for
nursing and other services in the home.

The federal government’s takeover of Aged Care Assessment Teams (ACATs), currently run by the states and
territories, would allow the Commonwealth to rewrite the rules and give it the power to “limit the number of
people who can get in”. Essentially, they could distort the numbers by offering lower-level services to take people
off the waitlist without giving them adequate care.

Experts have told The Saturday Paper that Commonwealth officials have a fundamental problem with the fact that,
until now, states and territories have approved care through ACATs but the federal government has paid for it.

The outsourcing plan is controversial in the sector. The Saturday Paper can confirm it will be the subject of specific
hearings before the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety delivers its final report in November.

“When ACAT was first set up, the agreement was that they would be run by the states and territories because they
were genuinely neutral,” says Kathy Eagar, director of the Australian Health Services Research Institute.

“There is a lot of concern in the industry that this move by the Commonwealth is about limiting the number of
people that will be eligible. If they control how high the gate is, they can decide who gets in.”
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Rick Morton 
is The Saturday Paper’s senior reporter.
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