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Coronavirus Victoria: St Basil’s residents left
‘malnourished, dehydrated’
An entire aged care home has been cleared of residents as Victoria struggles with a surge in coronavirus cases.
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With more than 20 per cent of aged care facilities affected, authorities have warned of more deaths.

Horrific stories continue to emerge out of Victoria’s aged care sector after
coronavirus ravaged homes across the state.
St Basil’s in the north Melbourne suburb of Fawkner has been the worst hit with
dozens of residents being evacuated out of the home. There are currently 124 cases
linked to the residence.
Reports have surfaced today that some evacuated residents were “malnourished and
dehydrated” while others arrived at hospital in soiled clothes and semi-conscious.
According to the report, obtained by the Herald Sun, the first 14 residents
transferred out late last night had very low oxygen levels, fever and pneumonia
from coronavirus.
There are 928 cases linked to aged care outbreaks in Victoria. Four of Friday’s eight
deaths were also linked to aged care.
RELATED: Coronavirus live updates
RELATED: Clue Victoria is set for harsher lockdown
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The last remaining residents at St Basil's Home for the Aged at Fawkner are being relocated. Picture: Andrew
Henshaw Source:News Corp Australia

Australian Defence Force members helped evacuate 80 residents from St Basil’s
earlier this week after nine people from the home lost their lives to coronavirus.
On Wednesday Angela Vukovic, whose mother was in St Basil's until she was
removed from the home last week, told 7.30 her mum was one of the first to test
positive.
–– ADVERTISEMENT ––
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“I have been crying for days. We know COVID is basically a killer for the elderly,"
Ms Vukovic told the ABC program.
“She was one of the first few that tested positive. My mother was at the end of the
building. No-one could hear her. She was screaming her lungs out for someone to
come and help her."
Eventually Ms Vukovic managed to get onto a COVID specialist in the building and
her 81-year-old mum Chrysanthi was transported to hospital.
Ms Vukovic said the specialist described the aged care home as a "war zone".
Chrysanthi was severely dehydrated and needed oxygen when she arrived at
hospital last weekend but is slowly recovering from the virus.
Epping Gardens Aged Care, in Melbourne’s north, has also been ravaged by
coronavirus with 115 cases and six deaths linked to the home.
Senior doctors revealed on Thursday that some of the people lost at Epping Gardens
were left dead in their beds for around six hours, The Australian reported.
“We are risking becoming bed-blocked and the system will not be able to re-open
for acute business unless a solution is presented to resettle and provide quality care
to the residents,” one doctor told the publication.
The Australian Defence Force recently arrived at Epping Gardens to provide
support.
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