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The former head of a remote Northern Territory town's only drug and alcohol rehabilitation service has been sentenced to more
than five years in jail for defrauding the organisation of nearly $250,000.

Stewart Naylor, 60, was the director and then CEO of Barkly Region

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Advisory Group (BRADAAG) for nine years.

.

BRADAAG runs the only sobering-up shelter in the town of Tennant

Creek, which has struggled with alcohol-related social issues for
several years.

The organisation also runs rehabilitation and education programs in

the community.

Justice Judith Kelly told the Alice Springs Supreme Court during sentencing on Wednesday that Naylor's offending was a serious
breach of public trust, "particularly when the money is taken from an organisation like BRADAAG, where it was intended to benefit

the most vulnerable members of our community".

The court heard Naylor's offending stretched over eight years and ended when the NT Department of Health announced it would be
conducting a review of the service in 2016.

Justice Kelly said Naylor's theft was "elaborate" and he showed "no hesitation in continuing to steal … over a number of years".

She said Naylor claimed more than $160,000 of fraudulent overtime, including for periods when he was at a casino in Alice Springs

and on overseas holidays.

Naylor also used corporate credit cards to purchase more than $50,000 worth of goods for his own benefit between 2013 and 2016.

The court heard Naylor believed he had a gambling addiction.

Justice Kelly sentenced Naylor to five years and three months in prison, with a non-parole period of two years and eight months.

Stewart Naylor, 60, was an executive with the BRADAAG for nine years. (Supplied:

Facebook)

He pleaded guilty in November to seven counts of obtaining benefit

by deception

Key points:

Stewart Naylor was sentenced to five years and

three months in prison

The court heard he stole money intended for

vulnerable community members

Justice Judith Kelly said she did not think Naylor

was genuinely remorseful
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The prosecution did not seek reparations.

After reading a letter Naylor submitted to the court, Justice Kelly said she did not believe he was "genuinely remorseful".

"Although you say you cannot apologise enough for the pain you caused and you say that you will live in regret for many years, you
follow that up immediately by saying, 'I ask that when handing down my sentence, that you do with minimum penalties,'" she said.

"The rest of the letter is a largely self-serving account of your work and life."

Outside of court, the current CEO of BRADAAG, Pauline Reynolds, said it had taken years for the organisation to recover following

Naylor's tenure.

"It cost us our reputation," she said.

"The people of Tennant Creek that were attending alcohol rehab … were living in conditions and being treated in a way that was
absolutely appalling."

Naylor was sentenced in the Alice Springs Supreme Court on Wednesday. (ABC Alice

Springs: Mitchell Abram)


