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Breaking News

NSW pair jailed over $1.5 million NDIS fraud scheme
A man and woman from Western Sydney have been jailed for their involvement in a $1.5 million NDIS fraud
scheme.

Emily Cosenza
less than 2 min read September 18, 2020 - 5:23PM NCA NewsWire

A man and woman from Western Sydney have been jailed for their involvement in a $1.5 million NDIS fraud scheme. Picture: AFP

An investigation into $1.5 million in fraudulent claims to the National Disability Insurance Scheme has seen two people from

western Sydney jailed for a combined nine and a half years.

A 42-year-old man and a 36-year-old woman, both from Lurnea, were each sentenced to four years and nine
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months imprisonment in the NSW District Court on Friday.

Investigators alleged an organised crime syndicate controlled registered NDIS providers – including

Universal Group Australia, Reliance Disability Services and United Mission – to fraudulently claim more than

$1.5 million in payments from 68 people between October 2017 and May 2019.

Australian Federal Police Superintendent Mel Phelan said the sentencing showed authorities would not

tolerate Australians being exploited and the defrauding of taxpayer dollars.

O�icers arrested the man and woman from Western Sydney. Picture: AFP

“It’s appalling that people are willing to steal directly from the pockets of Australians living with a disability,

denying people the crucial support offered by the NDIS,” Superintendent Phelan said.

“Today’s outcome shows that such greed for a short-term profit will result in long-term consequences – such

as a prison sentence, a criminal record and losing the profits of your crimes.”

The investigation by the NDIS Fraud Taskforce saw five members from the syndicate arrested in May last

year.

At the time, all five people — including the duo from Lurnea, two men aged 27 and 30 and a 27-year-old

woman all from Liverpool — were arrested at four residents across western Sydney.
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They were charged with a range of fraud and proceeds of crime offences.
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One of the cars seized by o�icers. Picture: AFP

A property in Goulburn in NSW and multiple vehicles — including a Porsche Cayenne, an Audi A3 and

Mercedes E63 — suspected of being bought with the funds were also forfeited in April this year.

A sixth person, a 22-year-old woman, is also due appear in court on related charges.

Court proceedings continue for the remaining four people charged.

The task force is made up of members from the AFP, the National Disability Insurance Agency and the

Department of Human Services.
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